
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 87-166

ORDER SETTING ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL LIABILITY

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board), finds, pursuant to
California Water Code section 13323, that:

1. The city and County of San Francisco (hereinafter the
discharger) operates a wastewater and treatment system
serving about 740,000 city residents. The system includes
two secondary treatment plants, a wet-weather primary
treatment plant, and 14 pump-stations. The collection
system consists of combined sewers, which carry both storm
and sanitary waste. The excess flows brought on during wet­
weather periods is designed to overflow into the Bay or the
ocean.

2. The Richmond -Sunset Water Pollution Control Plant provides
primary treatment for the west-side of San Francisco. Until
recently, dry-weather flows were discharged into the surf­
zone through the Mile Rock outfall. Now the discharge is
into the ocean through the newly built Southwest Ocean
outfall.

3. Wet-weather flows are stored in the collection system or the
westside storage/transport system for later treatment, or
overflow into the ocean.

4. Order 81-19 (NPDES CA0038415) gives discharge prohibitons
for 8 wets ide wet-weather diversion structures, and directed
the discharger to reduce the long-term average of 114
overflows per year down to 8. Cease and Desist Order 84-46
gave an October 1, 1986 deadline for completing the ocean
outfall, and for commencing the operation of the dry and
wet-weather portions of the minimum westside core.

5. The outfall and the dry-weather facilties were completed on
time, but the activation of the westside minimum core did
not take place until February 15, 1987, and only after
urging by this Board.

6. The city violated Cease and Desist Order 84-46, which
ordered compliance with the requirements of Order 81-19 with
respect to discharge prohibitions against untreated
overflows and nuisance from the Vicente, Lincoln Way, and
the Mile Rock diversion structures.
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